
As you may have heard last week, the President of the United States deemed Churches and 
other places of worship essential. This was great news to our ears! We believe churches are a 
very important part of our society. Churches represent the gathered body of Christ who work 
together to worship Jesus, proclaim the gospel, teach the scriptures and encourage one 
another in Christ. 
 
This week our Elders gathered to discuss what it would look like for the Orchard Community 
Church to reopen. This conversation included things we know, things we don’t know and 
concerns for how to provide meaningful worship experiences in the midst of the many 
government regulations. 
 
We Know: 

1. People attending church need to wear masks. 
2. Singing is strongly discouraged. 
3. Churches are able to open up to 25% capacity or 100 people (whatever is lower).  
4. We need a plan to keep seating sanitized before and after services. 
5. That children's ministries cannot happen at this time but children can sit with their 

parents in services.  
 
We Don’t Know: 

1. When the school we rent will reopen. 
2. When the Cornerstone Church (the last church we rented) will reopen. 
3. How many people we can seat under the new guidelines at Cornerstone Church. 
4. How churches that meet will either spread or contain Covid-19. 
5. If the governor of California will allow churches to STAY open or close them again. 

 
Our Concerns Are: 

1. Creating a meaningful worship experience without distraction. 
2. Providing a safe and healthy place of worship. 
3. Wisely moving forward at a pace that would ensure our church remains strongly united. 

 
Considering what we know, what we don’t know and our concerns, at this point, the Elders 
would like to wait to reopen the Orchard Community Church  until July 12th or until it becomes 
clear that we can provide a meaningful worship experience without distraction. 
 
We don’t think we can provide an worship experience for people where we could ensure your 
safety, and have a meaningful enough worship experience, without distraction with the current 
restrictions on singing, children’s ministry and our ability to maintain a healthy environment. 
 
We want to talk with you about this so we are going to be calling everyone in the church and 
hearing your thoughts as well. 
 
This is a challenging time in the life of our church and around the world. There is a lot to think 
through right now in the way that Covid-19 is mutating and we just don’t know how it will 
continue to change over the next few weeks. 



 
We will need your support. We absolutely need your prayer and financial support and your help 
in our video services and in helping us connect as a community in a way that honors God and 
shows genuine love and concern for our body. 
 
We think waiting a little longer will not hurt the church. We also believe we can use this time to 
observe other churches meeting, learn from them and learn from their best practices. 
 
Here is what we want you to do: 

1. Pray for our leadership and strength. 
2. Watch, share and participate in our online church services. 
3. When it is allowed, gather in small groups 10 or fewer to participate in the online 

service together. 
 
In an effort to serve our church and community, we are open to talking this through with you 
and answering any questions you may have.  More detailed information and up to date 
responses to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on our website, www.orchardcc.org. We 
absolutely love our church and desire to seek the best time to meet again. Please be patient 
with us and work with us to build the future of the Orchard. 
 
 
With Love and Hope, 
Assad Saif 

http://www.orchardcc.org/

